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(Original Article)

On Western Ideology in Ancient Greece

Teiji OKU
Dept. of. General Educatoin
We deal with the Western ldeology in this paper. Japan is island country. So Japanese people takes in the
interesting and utility Idea of the foreign country as if own ldea. We study non-Japanese idea, especially
Greek ldea. i.e. its contents and origin in particular
Here we discuss next five themes .
the root(arche) of all things (Thales)
Logos (Herakleitos)
Number (Pythagoras)

Close examination (Socrates)
Skeptics (Phyron)
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(Original Article)

On Analysis of the Academic Ability Testing on “Japanese”
for First Year Students at SNCT: An Inquiry into the First Year

Students’ “Japanese” Competence

Masami NISHIOKA*

1: Dept. of general  education

The final goal in “Japanese” education at colleges of technology is to foster students’ “ability to
survive.” Specific way of learning to achieve its goal is to acquire “readability” and “ability in
self-expression.” Conducting fascinating class suited to each year level, we should build up more
attractive “Japanese” class. Our various efforts will contribute to these abilities of students in
“Japanese.”

Key Words: Education in “Japanese” at National Colleges of Technology, Academic Ability
Test, Japanese Competence, Learning Motivation, Reading Activ
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(Original Article)

On Naoya Shiga’s At Cape Kinosaki: From

Self-Confrontation to Rebirth

Haruki ISHITANT*

This essay is on Naoya Shiga’s At Cape Kinosaki. In At Cape Kinosaki, the narrator confronts himself
even in facing others, which forms the world of the novel. There, on the other hand, lies another motive of
rebirth represented by the images of river flow. While A¢ Cape Kinosaki makes a restart of Naoya Shiga’s
career after a temporarily suspension of creation, it has influences on the following works.

From this perspective, we can raise again the question of what A¢ Cape Kinosaki implies in the Shiga

literary world.

Key Words : S E L, SO T, A ORI, 4

st (EiE) [General Education (Japanese Language) ]
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A Study on Decreased Physical Fitness in Children

—Focusing on the decrease in children’ s play—

Seigo MoRI*

*Dept. of General Education

In recent years, children” s physical fitness has deteriorated compared
with that in the old times. One factor is the change in the environment that surrounds
children. The purpose of this study is to clarify the factors in children’ s decreased
physical fitness. Friends to play with, time and space, and the opportunity to outdoor
activities are decreasing. As a result, there is a difference in physical fitness between
“children who exercise” and “children who don’ t”. Adults need to improve the present
environment and the | ifestyle which surround children and need to build an environment which
gives move chances children.

Key Wo r ds :experience of physical activities , outdoor activities , play tag
|ifestyle , polarization of physical fitness
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Reflections on the Possibility of Small Class Size and Small

Group Learning and TOEIC Scores

Takashi, Kusaka™, Micheal E. Lawson'
1:Dept. of General Education

The purpose of this study is to focus on the educational effects of a new class form based on small
class size for third year students, which has been implemented since 2006, and to introduce the
attempt at presentation oriented small group learning in a normal sized class for advanced
engineering students in 2009. In comparison with the results of questionnaires issued to students
every year, we reexamine the efficacy of the small class size form and we discuss problems not
revealed during the first year. Presently our review and prospects are based not only on students’
reactions but also on the perspectives of teachers. In addition to these reviews, we would like to
estimate what effects the small class size form has on students the following year with reference to
their TOEIC test scores. Considering the possibility of the educational effects of small class size
learning, an attempt at dividing a traditional sized class into a small group presentation oriented
class for advanced engineering students should give us direction on how to create a more effective
and motivative English learning environment for our students.

Key Words: Communicative Skill of English, Oral Communication, Oral Presentation, Small Group

Learning, Class Based on Proficiency, Motivation for Learning English, TOEIC
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1. Introduction

Suzuka Nationd College of Technology has dways tried to
improve the English learning environment for students with programs
such as sending students abroad, intensive TOEIC test seminars, the
introduction of an elearning system for the TOEIC test and so on.
Conddering the acquistion of English communicative skill, however,
these do not appear to be sufficient or effective for dl sudents
Furthermore, in “THE COURSE OF STUDY FOR UPPER
SECONDARY SCHOOL,” the Minigtry of Education, Culture, Science
and Technology recently set a guiding principle for foreign language
learning that is to “develop sudents practicadl communication abilities
such as ... fogtering a postive attitude toward communication through
foreign languages”* The guiddine actudly indicates an emphasis on the
dgnificance of oral communication. Along with “The Course” we
have introduced a new form of English class based on smdll classszeto
motivate and encourage students to learn communicative English within
the bounds of the educational conditions of our oollege2 Fird, in fal
semester, 2006, we incorporated small dass sze learning taught by
native English speakersinto the regular curriculum for third year students,
and then, in spring semester, 2008, for first year advanced engineering
sudents.

The gods of this new class form based on small dlassSze areto
organize class based on sudents English proficiency and to motivate

students to learn English through practica ora communication. Each
classis organized asfollows. A normd sized dlassis divided into four
groups based on students’ English proficiency.  Each group is heeded by
a native English spesking tutor to help students practice ord exercises.
The following three educationd effects are expected: 1) Smal class sze
learning will provide students with opportunities to foster more practica
English communicative kill through teaching by naive English
speskers; 2) Class based on students' English proficiency will promote
efficient learning dong with each sudent's ability; and, 3) Practicd
English communication will encourage interest in English learning and
motivation to study English. For the advanced enginesring course,
however, in 2009 we shifted the focus from improvement of English
communicaive ills done to the acquisition of English presentation
skills often required by advanced engineering students at international
conferences.  Thus, we shifted from small class sze learning to smdl
group learning and are taking an advanced step toward a new way of
teaching and learning.

We previoudy published on this theme in Memoir of Suzuka
National College of Technology Vol.41 (2008).3 In that study, on the
bass of the results of questionnaires issued to sudents, we focused not
only on sudents generd tendencies but dso on different tendencies
among departments toward this smal dass sze form and showed thet
most students understood and accepted its purposes. There, we dso
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considered problems with, and future perspectives for the small class size
form after its first year of implementation. Since then we have made
various improvements based on the recognition of problems.

Results of 1% year questionnaires proved that the class form could
motivate students to learn English, but we should have considered how
effective it was at motivating students to continue English the following
school year. As three years have passed since the class was first
implemented, we have accumulated data to compare. \We can also
focus on the scores of the TOEIC IP, which is mandatory for fourth year
students, and make use of them as indicators to consider the tendencies of
students’ motivation before and after introduction of the small class size
form.

The purpose of the current study is to focus on the effects
of the new small class size form on third year students and to
introduce the attempt at teaching a small group English
presentation oriented class to advanced engineering students.
In comparison with each year’s questionnaire results, we
reexamine the efficacy of the new small class size form and we
discuss problems not revealed during the first year and show
our struggles with them. Presently our review and prospects
are based not only on students’ reactions but also on the
perspectives of teachers. In addition, we would like to
estimate what effects the new small class size form has on
students the following year with reference to their TOEIC test
scores. Considering the possibility of the educational effects
of small class size, an attempt at a presentation oriented
course for advanced engineering students based on a class
divided into thirds and then subdivided into small groups,
should give us direction on how to create a more effective and

motivative English learning environment for our students.

2. Class Form
2.1 How to Divide Class into Groups and Retaining Four Tutors

Each class is generally organized as Group Division

follows. Class is divided into four small (20068.2008)
groups according to students’ English Al
proficiency as measured by their latest spring Z
semester scores of “English 111" and “General

Basic English”.* As figure 1 indicates, while Bl B2
the division of the top half is strictly based on -

the scores, that of the bottom half is divided one Flg'_l_ ]
after the other along with the scores. Only in Group Division
2007, class was divided into three groups as in (2207)

figure 2.5 But such a problem allowed us to
understand how many students are appropriate B1 B2
for one group as the following data indicates.
Each group has a native English speaker as a

Fig. 2

tutor for students to practice oral communication.

Unlike the small class size form for the third year students, the first
year advanced engineering class of Zenki spring 2009 was divided into
thirds, with each third being headed by a native English speaking teacher.
The students in each third were asked to self-select into groups of three.
Thus, not only did students need English proficiency but also mutual
cooperation to complete presentations.

As we pointed out in a previous study, assembling and retaining
four native English speaking tutors is simultaneously crucial and difficult.
Unfortunately a tutor suddenly canceled the contract in 2007. Currently,
as we have established a close relationship with a private English school
and the Suzuka City Board of Education, this problem has been mitigated.
Since the same tutors usually conduct class each year, we can lessen the
burden of explaining the concept of the new class form and its sought
after educational effectiveness. On the other hand, we must guard
against becoming complacent and keep improving class through
discussion with them.

2.2 Content and Evaluation of Class

Each group in the third year class uses the same textbook,
Chatterbox (2006) and syllabus. Students are evaluated by tutors on
oral tests and participation in class activities during each class session.
Although we previously asked the tutors to take control of the oral tests,
problems arose such as differences in content, level of difficulty, and the
number of tests given to the different groups. So we prepared the same
oral test to check pronunciation, intonation, and to practice phrases in
certain situations. We asked the tutors to do them regularly. Other aspects
of teaching the class are left to each tutor’s preference. And Japanese
English teachers supervise class and are responsible for periodical
examinations and final grades.

In the advanced engineering course, Presenting Different
Opinions (2003) was adopted as the textbook.
textbook is used primarily for reference, students use it minimally.

However, as the

Rather than following the textbook, more focus is placed on having
students meet deadlines for creating and completing their own
presentation.

3. Reexamination from the Results of Questionnaires
3.1 Content of Questionnaires

Every year we issue questionnaires to almost all third year
students except absentees, etc., at the end of the semester. In 2006, 226
students, in 2007, 198 students, and in 2008, 208 students took part.
The content of the questionnaires are as follows:

1. Pros and cons of small group learning
2. Appropriate number of each group

3. Difficulty of class

4. Enjoyment of class
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5. Whether students can speak English in class or not

6. Whether students are interested in speaking English by class or not

7. Whether class makes students confident to speak English

8. Whether class contributes to students” English learning or not

9. Whether students take advantage of an occasion to study English by
class or not

10. Difficulty of the textbook

11. Students’ content with the textbook

12. Students’ intimacy with the tutor

13. On periodical examinations

Question 8 has been included since 2007. This time we mainly focus
on the results closely related to three goals: small class size learning, class
based on students’ English proficiency, and students’ motivation to learn
English. We also issued the almost exact same questionnaires to all 27
advanced engineering students, but this will not be focused on currently.
We intend to introduce the possibility of a presentation oriented class in
comparison with the third year students’ class.

3.2 0n Small Group Learning

In the previous study, although we focused on the different
tendencies between departments, they have begun to disappear in
subsequent years. Here we will refer to the general tendencies in each
year. As figure 3 indicates, the rates of students who are satisfied with
small class learning are gradually increasing.
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Fig.3 Small group learning is

Although figure 4 also indicates that the number of students in
class is appropriate for students, the rate in 2007 somewhat decreased.
The decrease in the rate appeared to be influenced by less group division.
Actually, each group in 2007 had only a few more students than in other
years. Some students made comments such as, “feel the classroom
narrowed,” “difficult to communicate with the tutor,” or “mind others
speaking Japanese.” The circumstance had a bad influence on other
conditions as we will refer to.
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Fig.4 The number of students in your group is

According to tutors, the number of students is considered good
for teaching. Even in 2007, they claimed it was not so bad. But ten
students or so should be ideal in one class as some students in 2007 also
pointed out.  In either case, small class size learning is widely accepted
by students. As for the advanced engineering course, all students
choose “very good” or “good” on small group learning.

3.3 0n Class Based on Students’ English Proficiency

We prohibit the use of Japanese in the classroom, even among the
students. Even if tutors can speak Japanese, prohibition of Japanese
strictly applies, especially to A-1 students. In the first year, some A-1
students complained that they could have understood more what tutors
said if at least they had a hint in Japanese. As a result, they lost
confidence in their ability to learn English. As we pointed out in the
previous paper, there was a difference between the response of A-1 and B
students.  Although in general, A-1 students are considered excellent
based on their scores, they felt more difficulty and less enjoyment than B
students.

Since 2007, we have asked tutors to ease restrictions on Japanese
and to give students some hint in Japanese if necessary. As figure 5
indicates, the rate of students who feel difficulty in the content of class is
gradually decreasing.  Particularly in 2007, the rate is extremely low, but
it appears to be related to fewer class divisions. For instance, as the
classroom wias a little more crowded than in other years, it was easy for a
few students to speak Japanese to one another. While some students
commented that they minded others speaking Japanese, some students
considered class easier to take than ordinary English class.
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Fig.5 The content of class is

Contrary to figure 5, figure 6 indicates that students in 2007 did
not enjoy themselves in class as much as those of other years. There
seems to be too many students in the classroom to communicate in
English.  But in 2008, the rate of enjoyability in the A-1 group increased
much more than that in 2006.  There is an improvement on the problem
of A-1 students losing confidence to learn English. We try hard to
explain what purpose the class has and emphasize the significance of
English communicative skill at every opportunity. Students become
enlightened and recognize the difference between this class and ordinary
English class and they enjoy themselves.
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Fig.6 Class is

Actually almost all students acknowledge the value of small class size
learning and the significance of class based on students’ English
proficiency, but when only a few more students are added to a class
which is normally divided into four, its effects are weakened and it
doesn’t meet students” expectations. What happened in 2007 tells us
how many students are proper in one class.

4. Motivation for Continuous English Learning and the TOEIC
score
4.1 On Motivation to Learn English

As for students who aim at transfer admission examinations, the
efficacy of class emphasizing the acquisition of English communicative
skill is not valued as its contribution to so-called English study, such as
grammatical construction or the accumulation of English words and
phrases is questionable. Figure 7 indicates students’ tendency to focus
only on their temporal benefit.
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Fig.7 Class contributes to your English learning

However, we can see improvement in students’ motivation in
studying English as figure 8 indicates. This is not only due to Japanese
English teachers’ effort but also by close communication between
Japanese English teachers and tutors. The first year was a process of trial
and error. At the end of each class we had a short meeting with tutors.
The tutors’ understanding of the purpose of class should have a positive
influence on students’ motivation.
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Fig.8 Class motivates you to study English
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4.2 On Relationship between Small Group Learning and the TOEIC
Score

Considering the motivation of students, who experienced the new
class form, in the following year, we made use of TOEIC scores because
the four year students must take the TOEIC IP test in fall.® Apparently,
the results of questionnaires show that small group learning should make
students highly motivated, but figure 9 indicates a different tendency.

(Seare)

350

00 T 1]

== tenang

1001 = eading

200 2006 ;T 2008 (Year)

Fig.9 Transition of the Four Year Students’ TOEIC Scores

Considering the results before and after the introduction of the new class
form, the average TOEIC scores remain steady. In 2007 and 2008
students experienced small group learning, and those of 2005 and 2006
did not. In terms of TOEIC scores, the new class form hardly had an
influence on the students’ continuous motivation for English learning
though the listening scores rose a little in 2008.  On the other hand, we
conducted a follow-up survey concerning the transition of TOEIC scores
by the same students in the three and four. The number of experienced
students in 2006 at whom the survey was directed was four, and that of
2007, twelve.
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Fig.10 Comparison of the TOEIC Score

Indeed the
number does not cover all students and such students have already been

As figure 10 indicates, their TOEIC scores increased.

highly motivated to learn English, but we conducted a fact-finding survey
individually. In that survey all students indicated that small group
learning had a good influence on listening comprehension on the TOEIC
test and they became accustomed to listening to English.

As concerns TOEIC scores, the new class form possibly
accelerates bipolarization between motivated and unmotivated students;
the educational effect is limited. However, the attempt at a presentation
oriented class for the advance engineering course students will give us
another direction to bring about an effect on students’ motivation for

English learning.

5. The Attempt at Presentation Oriented Small Group Learning and
Motivation for English Learning
5.1 Purpose and Procedure of Presentation Oriented Class

In an effort to have more impact on students’ academic
development than English conversation courses may offer, a class for fall
2009 Advanced Faculty students has been constructed in which the goal
is to create and give professional-level oral presentations in English. It is
hoped that the acquisition of English oral presentation skills will add real
value to the academic arsenal of our students as they go forth into the job
market or on to universities. In what follows the purpose of this
presentation course, the procedure taken to achieve this purpose, the
expected effect on the students’ abilities, good and bad points, as well as
possible future developments will be discussed.

In general, the purpose of the Koki fall 2009 Advanced Faculty
English presentation course is to teach students how to create and give a
professional-level presentation in the English language. In specific, the
purpose is to: 1) teach students how to create an outline to crystallize their
thoughts into a cogent discussion of their topic that will then be used in the
development of a PowerPoint presentation; and 2) to teach students to
actually give a presentation in English. In order to achieve the stated
purpose of this course, a sixteen week schedule of textbook
work, outline development, PowerPoint development and practice, and a
“Main Oral Presentation” in which groups consisting of four students each
will make presentations in front of fellow students and various judges has
been created. The course grade is based fifty percent on the main oral
presentation and fifty percent on a final exam to cover textbook
homework. Failure to meet the deadlines for the topic selection, outline
drafts, and/or PowerPoint drafts results in a ten percent reduction of the
students’ final grades per missed deadline. Students are required to have or
create an email account that allows for the exchange of Word documents
and PowerPoint files. During the first week of class students are divided
into groups of four based on TOEIC scores with a top scorer in each group
(e.g., group 1 consists of the top scorer and the three lowest TOEIC
scorers; group 2 consists of the second highest TOEIC scorer and the next
three lowest TOEIC scorers, etc.), are introduced to the course
requirements, deadlines for homework, outline drafts, and PowerPoint
drafts, and are assigned the first of seven textbook homework assignments
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meant to teach various presentation skills. Students are also asked to select
a topic for their “Main Presentations” by the second week of class.
Students are allowed to change their topics later, however they are asked
to make the topic selection so soon in order to instill in them the
seriousness of the class and to initiate thinking. During the second through
eighth weeks of class the teacher begins by reviewing homework. During
the second week this is followed by a discussion of outline techniques.
Students are taught the structure of an outline, the importance of focusing
their thoughts into a logical introduction, body, and conclusion, as well as
to consider where visual aids might fit in. Students are taught the
importance of not assuming that others know anything about their topics
in order to facilitate the skill of focusing while simultaneously being
thorough. The teacher edits (offer suggestions) via email exchange
students’ outlines throughout weeks three through six as well as during
actual class sessions. Email exchange is needed because class sessions do
not allow enough time to do this well. During weeks three through six the
homework review is followed by discussions of their updated outlines. In
week seven, following the review of homework, students are taught
PowerPoint techniques. During weeks seven through eleven students are
asked to create PowerPoint presentations based on their outlines and
submit them by email attachment. The teacher assists students in this
process via email exchange and during class sessions. The important focus
during this stage of the course is to teach students how to construct slides
based on their outlines which transition well and are pleasant for an
audience to view. Students are taught the importance of using appropriate
visual aids and formatting techniques. During weeks twelve through
fourteen students practice their presentations in class using a computer and
projector. The teacher and the other students provide comments. The
important foci during this stage of the course are pronunciation, smooth
speaker transition, smooth slide transition, memorization, naturalness,
confidence, voice, eye contact, and hand gestures. During the fifteenth
week of class students give their main presentations in the audio/visual
room where the President of Suzuka Kosen and faculty members act as
judges. During the final week of class students take a final exam based on
textbook homework.

As alluded to earlier an important aspect of this course structure is
having students submit weekly updates of their work via email attachment.
Students are only required to email updates by Wednesday night deadlines,
however, when this course was taught to 1% year Advanced Faculty
students during the Zenki 2009 semester, we would sometimes exchange
updates three or four times per week. For example, students would email a
draft of an outline on a Wednesday and | would check it, offer suggestions,
and email it back on a Thursday. Then, on Friday, | would receive another
update of the outline from these same students. | would check it again and
email it back Friday night. These students would update again and email
me back Saturday. Most groups worked this way which gave us the
opportunity to revise many times. Without the use of email exchange, this

would be impossible.  The fall 2009 English class is held on Mondays,
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so the following format is being followed (not including textbook
homework):

Week 1: Monday: Introduce course/Assign Main Presentation topic
selection

Week 2: Monday: Teach outline techniques Assign Oultline draft 1
Wednesday: Students submit 1% draft outlines to the teacher via email
attachment.

Teacher reads outlines from Thursday through Sunday and notes areas
for improvement.

Week 3: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how 1% draft outlines
can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit 2" draft outlines to the teacher via email
attachment.

Teacher reads outlines from Thursday through Sunday and notes areas
for improvement

Week 4: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 2™ draft
outlines can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit 3 draft outlines to the teacher via email
attachment.

Teacher reads outlines from Thursday through Sunday and notes areas
for improvement.

Week 5: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 3 draft
outlines can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit 4™ draft outlines to the teacher via email
attachment.

Teacher reads outlines from Thursday through Sunday and notes areas
for improvement.

Week 6: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 4" draft
outlines can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit final draft outlines to the teacher via
email attachment

Teacher makes final improvements on the outlines from Thursday to
Sunday.

Week 7: Monday: Teach PowerPoint creation techniques.
Wednesday: Students submit 1% draft PowerPoints to the teacher via
email attachment.

Teacher examines PowerPoints from Thursday through Sunday and
notes areas for improvement.

Week 8: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 1% draft
PowerPoints can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit 2™ draft PowerPoints to the teacher via
email attachment.

Teacher examines PowerPoints from Thursday through Sunday and
notes areas for improvement.
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Week 9: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 2™ draft
PowerPoints can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit 3" draft PowerPoints to the teacher via
email attachment.

Teacher examines PowerPoints from Thursday through Sunday and
notes areas for improvement.

Week 10: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 3" draft
PowerPoints can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit fourth draft PowerPoints to the teacher
via email attachment.

Teacher examines PowerPoints from Thursday through Sunday and
notes areas for improvement.

Week 11: Monday: Class time is spent discussing how the 4" draft
PowerPoints can be improved.

Wednesday: Students submit final draft PowerPoints to the teacher via
email attachment.

Teacher makes final improvements on the PowerPoints from Thursday
to Sunday.

Weeks 12-14:

Groups practice their presentations using a computer and projector in
the classroom while the teacher teaches presentation skills based on
weaknesses observed during these practice sessions.

Week 15:

Students make their presentations in the audio/visual room and are
judged by native-English speakers, guest judges, and select members
of the English department.

Week 16:
Final Exam based on textbook homework

This course does not depend much on a textbook to teach oral
presentation skills but rather is guided by the idea that students learn by
doing. Being forced to follow a textbook can stifle a good teacher with
original ideas. A problem with textbook learning may also exist given the
purpose of the course and time limits (16 weeks/95 minutes per week). It
is thought that perhaps a good way to proceed is to teach skills such as eye
contact, brainstorming, etc, while the students are actually engaged in the
task in which these skills are needed. For this class, the teacher is the main
“textbook” teaching skills as students create their outlines and their
presentations and practice their presentations.

5.2 Motivating Advanced Engineering Students using Small Group
Learning to Teach Presentation Skills

It is expected that students will learn how to take a topic and
organize their thoughts on that topic into a concise outline discussion that
can easily be formatted into a PowerPoint presentation. It is expected that
students will learn how to create a professional looking and transitioning

PowerPoint presentation. It is expected that students will learn how to give
a presentation in English that is at a level suitable for a professional
conference. It is expected that, for instance, while students might not
know what “brainstorming” is, they will know how to brainstorm
naturally because they have done it while working through the processes
of this course.

Perhaps two impediments stifling student motivation to learn and
use the English language are ignorance of techniques and fear of
embarrassment. It is hoped that this course can teach tangible steps
that can be used to create a professional-level presentation, thus replacing
ignorance with enlightenment and eliminating the first of these
impediments. It is further hoped that through the actual practicing of the
presentations in weeks 12 through 14, as well as the successful
completion of their main presentations to be given before judges on the
15" week of class, that students will develop self-confidence in their
English-language ability, thus helping them to overcome their fear of
embarrassment at the possibility of failing, and thus helping them to
overcome the second of these impediments.

Finally, it is hoped that students” TOEIC scores will improve as a
result of taking this course. Students will be exposed to a native-English
speaker and therefore their listening skill may increase. Further, the
development of vocabulary may occur for three main reasons. First, the
teacher will make sure that student presentations are of high
quality—sophisticated English will be used. Second, the teacher will
make sure that students understand the meaning of words in their outlines
and on their PowerPoint slides. It is of great importance when giving a
presentation that one understands the meaning of the words one is using
in case a question is asked concerning that word. And last, because
students will repeatedly be practicing their presentations, it is possible
that these words will be entering into their long-term memory.

The necessity of a traditional final exam based on a textbook is due
to institutional bureaucratic requirements as they existed at the time of
course creation. It is hoped that subsequent presentation courses will
forgo the use of textbooks and traditional examinations as they are not
needed and actually hinder the successful completion of this course. A
textbook and traditional exam take time and focus away from what the
teacher wants to teach and is a perfect example of Japan’s educational
system being trapped in Weber’s (1905/1977) “iron cage of rationality™”.
A more flexible system might benefit students. For this particular course,
each group could be given an individualized vocabulary final exam based
on their PowerPoint presentations, as well as on the steps used in creating
a presentation. Students could also be given a topic and asked to create a
basic outline utilizing the techniques taught by the teacher. These would
be preferable to a traditional textbook-based exam.

6. Conclusion

The significance of the new class form permeates among students.
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Thus we can to some degree achieve three goals: to introduce small class
size and small group learning, to organize class based on students’
English proficiency, and to motivate students to learn English through
practical oral communication. As figure 9 indicates, about 90% of
students are still interested in speaking English after the semester.

10{Hs

Gl BG fores panse
B4 not sl all
B3 notso much
B2 yathermuch

Il B | very much

G 2007 2008

Fig.11 You are interested in speaking English

On the one hand, as TOEIC scores indicate, the improvement of
English class for third year students is limited.
interactionist theory® in second language acquisition, the significance of
scaffolding is emphasized: input of various English phrases and

According to

grammatical correctness to construct structures and perform discourses
that lie outside non-native speaker’s competence. Thus prior to the third
year class, we should teach first and second year students a variety of
English phrase and grammar to accumulate and practice input. In
addition to input, the theory also emphasizes the significance of output:
actual practice of speaking and writing to correct the learner’s errors.
The new class form provides students an environment in which to
practice output.

Also as we attempt a new class form to encourage students to
make presentations in the advanced engineering course, we need to
revise the third year class while maintaining small class size learning and
a class based on students’ English proficiency.  For instance, in spite of a
class based on students’” English proficiency, currently we must use and
follow the same textbook as guided by the same syllabus.  And then we
have to impose upon students the same periodical examinations. To
establish students’ motivation firmly and continuously, we have to do
away with an inflexible way of thinking. We will have to consider
ways of teaching suitable for each level to acquire English
communicative skill.  Furthermore, we should not only revise class for
third year students but also reconsider the master plan or total procedures
of English teaching and learning at college, including the advanced
engineering course.

Notes

! See the website of Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and
Technology: http://Ammww.mext.go.jp/english/shotou/030301.htm

2 Some universities have already practiced this form as tutorial English.
Particularly Ritsumeikan University and Waseda University are the

leading ones to conduct tutorial English class. See these URL of both
universities:
http:/Aww.ritsumei.ac.jp/acd/ac/cla/kin_tutrial.html

http://Avww.wui.co.jp/support/course/general.html
Particularly Waseda University practices thorough small group
learning consisted of four students.  See Nakano’s work.

® See “Introduction of Small Group Learning to Improve English

Communicative Skill.”  Later “the previous study™ indicates it.
“English 111" is a full-year course; “General Basic English” is a

EN

half-year course.
grammar in Japanese. On how to divide class into groups based on
English proficiency, see Francis C. Johnson, Design for the English

Both courses teach English reading or English

Communicative Class. Francis C. Johnson proposed three ways to
form class based on English proficiency: 1) examinations, such as
periodical tests, to measure what students have learned during the
school year, 2) examinations without any relationship to the school
curriculum such as the TOEIC or the TOEFL, and 3) examinations to
measure English proficiency only for the class. Actually, the leading
universities such as Waseda University or Ritsumeikan University
make use of the TOEIC or TOEFL score to divide students into each
class level according to English proficiency. ~ As SNCT has students
take the TOEIC in the fourth year, we use the periodical examination to
make the class division.

® The number of students changes in each department each year, but the

average is about 11 to 13 students.  However, in 2007, the number

was about 14-16.

The scores of the foreign students are not included in the data.

o

Whether they take class or not, their scores are always high.
See Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.
See Susan M. Gass and Alison Mackey’s “Input, Interaction, and

Output in Second Language Acquisition” on the significance of input
and output.

~

8

Otherwise, Ellis pointed out, “However, sometimes
interaction can overload learners with input, as a speaker provides
lengthy paraphrases or long definitions of unknown words.” (Ellis 48)
Thus, before commitment to an interaction with a native speaker such
as our new form class, student had better learn and accumulate English
phrases and grammatical correctness. We should more focus on and
reconsider the significance of the one and two year English class form.
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(Original Article)

Study on the damage evaluation for energy-absorbing pad
of EVA foam

Katsumi Tao', Koji Tida?
Shun Kamidaira> Yutaka Sawaki’ and Motomi Uchida'

1. Dept.of Mechanical Engineering
2. Advanced Engineering Faculty,

EVA foam is a generic term for ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer, and this foam has a good
property of shock resistance, weather resistance and so on. Therefore this material is used for
the sole of a shoe, the floor mattress, ski wear, the elbow piece, kneepad and so on. In this
study, fatigue test and dynamic repeated loading test of EVA foam are performed by using
fatigue testing machine and handmade impact loading apparatus. For the fatigue test,
constant stress amplitude of repeated load is applied and for the dynamic repeated
compression test, a hammer is dropped from the constant height. The impact load,
displacement on the loading surface of the specimen are obtained from the accelerometer
attached to the hammer. Two kinds of hardness specimen of the EVA foam are used. From
these experiments, relations between characteristics of response (absorbed energy, maximum

impact stress, maximum strain ) and the number of repeated loading are obtained.

Key Words : EVA foam, Absorbed energy, Repeated compression test,
Strain rate dependency, hysteresis loop
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(Original Article)

Improvement of student experiments and research
activities by using impulse high voltage generator

Kaniji Shibagaki*, Masayuki Ishida®, Masaki Ibayashi?,
Futoshi Yamada®, Shoichi Suzuki®, Masaaki Okuno®, Kazuyuki Kondo®
1: Dept. of Electrical and Electronic Engineering
2: Advanced Electronic and Mechanical Engineering Course

The impulse high voltage generator has been used for student experiment and graduation thesis
research in Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Suzuka National College of
Technology. In recent years, we have introduced new experimental equipment and constructed
automatic two-dimensional imaging system of the impulse discharge plasma. The purpose of the
introduction is to improve quality of the experiment for advanced technical education and research.
The results and the problems obtained by the new system are described in this paper.

Key Words : Impulse high voltage generator, student experiments, automatic two-dimensional
imaging system, plasma
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